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Office of the Secretary of Defense § 203.4 

project and will, subject to the avail-
ability of funds, undertake an acquisi-
tion to obtain the services specified in 
the TAPP application submitted by the 
RAB or TRC. The government will con-
duct the acquisition in accordance with 
all of the applicable rules and require-
ments of the FAR and the SAP. Ap-
proval does not constitute an agree-
ment to direct an award to a specific 
source if such an action would be con-
trary to the FAR. 

TAPP project description. A discussion 
of the assistance requested that in-
cludes the elements listed in Section 
203.10 of this part. The project descrip-
tion should contain sufficient detail to 
enable the Department of Defense to 
determine the nature and eligibility of 
the project, identify potential pro-
viders and estimate costs, and prepare 
a statement of work to begin the pro-
curement process. 

Technical assistance. Those activities 
specified in § 203.10 of this part that 
will contribute to the public’s ability 
to provide input to the decision-mak-
ing process by improving the public’s 
understanding of overall conditions 
and activities. Technical assistance 
may include interpreting technical 
documents; assessing technologies; par-
ticipating in relative risk evaluations, 
understanding health implications; 
and, training. 

Technical assistance does not include 
those activities prohibited under Sec-
tion 203.11 of this part, such as litiga-
tion or underwriting legal actions; po-
litical activity; generation of new pri-
mary data such as well drilling and 
testing, including split sampling; re-
opening final DoD decisions or con-
ducting disputes with the Department 
of Defense; or epidemiological or 
health studies, such as blood or urine 
testing. 

Technical Review Committee (TRC). A 
group comprised of the Department of 
Defense, EPA, State, and local authori-
ties and a public representative of the 
community formed to meet the re-
quirements of 10 U.S.C. 2705(c), the De-
partment of Defense Environmental 
Restoration Program. Primarily func-
tioning to review installation restora-
tion documents, these committees are 
being expanded and modified at instal-

lations where interest or need neces-
sitates the creation of a RAB. 

§ 203.4 Major components of the TAPP 
process. 

(a) The Department of Defense will 
issue purchase orders to technical as-
sistance, facilitation, training, and 
other public participation assistance 
providers subject to the purchase limit 
per order as resources continue to be 
available. If multiple purchase orders 
are needed to assist community mem-
bers of a particular RAB or TRC, the 
combined sum of these purchase orders 
cannot exceed $100,000 or, during any 
one year, the lesser of $25,000 or 1 per-
cent of the installation’s total pro-
jected environmental restoration cost- 
to-complete. Note that these limita-
tions refer to the maximum allowable 
technical assistance funding per RAB/ 
TRC. Resources available within a 
given year may vary. These limitations 
apply unless a waiver is granted by the 
DoD Component Secretary or equiva-
lent for the installation in question. 
The $100,000 total and $25,000 annual 
limitations may be waived, as appro-
priate, to reflect the complexity of re-
sponse action, the nature and extent of 
contamination at the installation, the 
level of activity at the installation, 
projected total needs as identified by 
the TAPP recipient, the size and diver-
sity of the affected population, and the 
ability of the TAPP recipient to iden-
tify and raise funds from other sources. 

(b) Community members of the RAB/ 
TRC will provide a description of the 
services requested (TAPP Project De-
scription) and, if desired, the names of 
one or more proposed technical assist-
ance providers to the DoD RAB Co- 
Chair, who will ensure the application 
is submitted to the installation com-
mander or other designated authority 
and to the appropriate DoD con-
tracting office. Technical assistance 
providers proposed by the community 
members of a RAB or TRC at each DoD 
installation that meets the minimum 
set of organizational qualifications 
guidelines provided by the Department 
of Defense in § 203.12 of this part will be 
added to the governments list of bid-
ders for the proposed procurement. 
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